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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
                                                                     JULY 14, 2014 AT THE MINONG TOWN HALL 

 
CALL TO 
ORDER: Meeting was called to order by Chairman Harold Smith at 7:00 PM.  All board members, Clerk/Treasurer 

and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer were present. 
 

APPROVE 
AGENDA: Motion by Featherly 2nd by Gottschalk to approve the agenda.  All in favor.  Carried.  
 
APPROVE 
MINUTES: Motion by Jim Smith 2nd by Warner to approve the minutes of June 9, 2014.  All in favor.  Carried. 

  
 

PAY BILLS: Jim Smith questioned the check for Boyer Truck in the amount of $641.09. Clerk stated this was for extra 
labor on the last radiator that was replaced by Boyer.   Board agreed not to pay this bill. 
Motion by Featherly 2nd by Warner to approve debit transaction numbers 41 and 42 and check numbers 
25078 thru 25133 in the amount of $93,087.41.     

  Jim Smith questioned Coons check for the Pavilion lights.  Board agreed to approve this check but to 
hold until the lights are sealed up.  Gottschalk stated there needs to be an effort between Coons and 
Lawson.  This is included in the motion to pay bills.  All in favor.  Carried.     
       

FINANCIAL 
REPORT: Motion by Gottschalk 2nd by Jim Smith to approve the financial statement dated 7/14/2014 in the 

amount of $971,018.73.  All in favor.  Carried.   
  
OLD 
BUSINESS: Town Hall Improvements – tabled from May meeting  
 Smokey asked Dawn Pearce if she would like to comment on improvements she would like to see done.  

Dawn stated she would like to have a committee to work with. 
 Smokey asked for volunteers.  Featherly volunteered from the board and resident Barb Robinson 

volunteered.   
 Motion by Featherly 2nd by  Jim Smith to form a committee for Town Hall Improvements with the above 

mentioned volunteers.  All in favor.  Carried. 
 Salt Shed – Update 
 Gottschalk gave update – the materials will run about $3,500.00 to $4,000.00 over due to fasteners and 

cabling left off the original materials list. 
 There were 3 quotes for the black top for the floor.  Smokey stated that the salt shed can fall under 

Highway Aids being it is for our roads. 
 Motion by Gottschalk 2nd by Featherly to table until next meeting as one of the quotes didn’t include the 

30’ apron in front 
NEW 
BUSINESS: UDC Ordinance Update  -   
 Steve Boss the Town’s UDC Inspector was here to explain a discrepancy as to what he is inspecting. 
 Steve stated our Ordinance states it includes the inspection of 1 & 2 family dwellings built since Jun 1, 

1980. This is when the UDC codes went into effect and all this started. Then it goes on to say in 1.6 that 
no person shall alter, add onto, build a new building within the scope of this ordinance without first 
obtaining a building permit for such work from a UDC building inspector.  The inspection agreement I 
had with the Town in Oct of 2012 states that he would be doing additions and alterations to dwellings 
originally built since June 1, 1980. Then it goes on to say 0 – 240 Sq Ft would be $350.00 plus .23 cents a 
sq ft.    
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 Then for some odd reason the 2013 packets that he hands out,  says that additions and alterations over 
1,000 sq ft. would need a building permit from him.  Steve had a gentlemen that was building an 
addition about 900 sq ft, so because of the packet saying 1000 sq ft Steve honored the 1000 ft so the 
gentlemen didn’t require a permit. 

 Steve’s question to the board is if they wish to stay with the 0 – 240 sq ft.   
 Motion by Gottschalk 2nd by Jim Smith to leave Steve Boss Inspection agreement at 1000 sq feet.  All in 

favor.  Carried. 
 Steve will update the 2014 agreement as such. 
 Liquor & Operator’s License Update – 
 Smokey reported that there has been no response from Bud’s Place regarding their denied Liquor 

license.   
 Also we have applications for a Kevin Mell as the new agent for Black Bear and an operator license for 

Sara Benson also for Black Bear 
 Motion by Warner 2nd by Gottschalk to approve Kevin Mell as the new agent and operator license for 

Sarah Benson both for Black Bear.  All in favor.  Carried.  
 Town Hall Air Conditioning Unit – Replaced 
 Had the unit replaced by Paul’s Sheet Metal.  Bill will be coming. 
 Minong Senior Center – donation & letter  
 Clerk stated the senior center is asking for a letter from the Town stating that Town residents do use the 

Senior Center.  They are trying to get grants and this would help their cause.  Clerk has written the letter 
and needs approval. 

 Motion by Featherly to approve the letter and make a $850.00 donation to the Senior Center. 
 Featherly’s motion died for lack of a second. 
 Motion made by Jim Smith 2nd by Gottschalk to approve the letter and donate $500.00 to the Senior 

Center.  All in favor.  Carried. 
 Greenwood Cemetery – request for financial aid 
 Clerk stated the Town received a letter from Cal Featherly, Secretary for the Cemetery Association.  The 

Town has $1,000.00 in the budget for the cemetery. 
 Smokey stated he would like to pay for the mowings up to $1,000.00 by receiving a copy of the invoice 

and then paying the amount of the invoice to the Cemetery Association.  Smokey will talk to the person 
that is doing the mowing and let them know if the job isn’t done correctly they will not get paid.  
Smokey will also talk to the Cemetery Association Board regarding this matter. 

 Motion by Gottschalk 2nd by Featherly to get a copy of the Invoices for mowing up to $1,000.00 and pay 
the Cemetery Association for these invoices only.  All in favor.  Carried.  

 Minong Summer Days – request for donation or sponsorship 
 Smokey reported that the Lakes Committee had asked to rent tables from the Village for the Lakes Fair 

and were told they would cost $5.00 per table.  Why should the Town donate to their Summer Days 
when they do nothing for the Town Lakes Fair. 

 Motion by Gottschalk 2nd by Featherly to deny this request.  All in favor.   Carried. 
ROADS: Road Bids -  (Bid sheets attached)  
 Seal Coat – 2 bids 
  Fahrner – Brancel $8,106.23, Big Sand $26,680.39, Total $34,786.62 
  Scott  - Brancel $9,317.00, Big Sand $28,357.00, Total $37,674.00 

Motion by Jim Smith 2nd by Gottschalk to accept Fahrner bid in the amount of $34,786.62.  All in favor. 
Carried.  

 Blacktop – 2 
Monarch –  Cold Mix,  White Pine $12,623.00, Big Sand $52,100.00, Kimball Lake $35,747.00, 
Wedging $5,371.00,  Total $105,841.00. 
Scott – Cold Mix,  White Pine $13,701.00, Big Sand $52,005.00, Kimball Lake $38,496.00, 
Wedging $4,200.00,  Total with discount $104,410.00 
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Motion by Gottschalk 2nd by Warner to accept Scott bid in the amount of $104,410.00.  All in favor.  
Carried. 
 Smokey asked how long it would be.   By the end of the month if it doesn’t rain. 
 
 

  Flex Patching – 2 
Fahrner – Ostrom Rd $6,750.00,  Sleepy Eye $4,750.00,  Pokegama $9,600.00,  3 Mile $6,500.00  
Total $27,600.00. 
Scott -  Total for all 4 roads $10,200.00 

  Scott Bid was less as they bid on just the major cracks. 
  Discussion on having 3 Mile sealed for testing purposes. 

Motion by Gottschalk 2nd by Warner to accept Scott bid in the amount of $10,200.00.  All in favor.  
Carried. 
Gravel Bids – 2 
 Kathy Fraatz - $6.00 per yard – Class #2 CABC 
 Milestone - $7.80 – 1 ¼” Dense Graded Gravel Base, $8.25 ¾” Dense Graded Gravel Base 
Motion by Jim Smith 2nd by Featherly to accept Kathy Fraatz bid at $6.00 per yard and to purchase 
10,000 yards.  All in favor.  Carried. 
Maintenance – Nothing at this time  

 Purchases – Nothing at this time 
MONTHLY 
REPORTS: Fire & Ambulance – 
 Gottschalk gave report – (for June) 
 Fire runs – 2 
 Ambulance runs – 1 -  Frog Creek, 6 – Town of Minong, 6-Village of Minong, 1 Mutual Aid response 
 Smokey reported after 55 years of service he has retired as of July 1, 2014 from the Fire Department.   
 Applause from the residents . 
 Transfer Station – (June 10, 2014 Minutes attached) 
 Smokey reported 10 loads at averaging 10 ton for May.  Total collect Year to date is $8,556.00 
 Town of Minong free day is August 16, 2014.  Limit of 8 tires per household for residential only. 
 Constable – 
 Erik Gulbrandsen was present to give report. 
 Fireworks is the issue at this time.  If you see or hear them call his number or Washburn Co Sherriff 

office. 
 The Village of Minong now has a pharmaceutical drop. 
 Featherly read an email that the Town received from Sherriff Dryden commending Erick for his service 

and compassion on a recent call , and also our Fire Department, among others.     
 Lake Committee – 
 Russ Robinson gave report: 
 Still asking for volunteers for the Lakes Fair.  Will need access to a garbage truck. 
 The EMT’s and fire trucks will be there.  Asked if Erik can do pass by’s Friday evening before the Fair and 

the day of the Fair if we can’t have the airport for parking. 
 Question, if airport will be used for parking being Max is logging there.  Smokey stated Max is done and 

doesn’t work on Saturday so there wouldn’t be any hauling. 
 Figure 600 – 800 people will come 
 Comment from one of the residents on Bass Lake by the Park.  The dock being too close to their 

property and disturbances over the 4th of July. 
  
 Resident that owns property right next to the Bass Lake Park, spoke on the increase and usage of the 

beach since the dock went in, his problem being his boat and boat lift have been hit 3 times this year as 



4 
 

other boats come in and out by the dock.  Also from people fishing they have hooked the canvas on his 
boat. 

 Russ will have a new sign made up and Smokey said he will do what we can but that as far as taking the 
doc out that wont happen. 

 Clerk stated the Lake Fair Grant in the amount of $2,200.00 came on Friday so is not on our list of 
checks. Clerk has wrote the check out but needs approval to give to the Lakes Committee as they may 
need it for the Lakes Fair. 

 Motion by Warner 2nd by Featherly to approve payment of these funds.  All in favor.  Carried. 
 Smokey reported there will be a meeting at the Village Hall on July 17, 2014 from 5 – 7 PM with the 

D.O.T. regarding the Highway 53 interchange.  
 Resident questioned if there is a time frame for doing this.  Smokey stated 2015 sounds like when they 

will do bids. 
COMMENTS  
AGENDA 
ITEMS ONLY: Resident questioned last month’s minutes regarding blacktopping Big Sand Rd from the landing to 

Sugar Shores, that should be Sandy Shores. Smokey stated it was a typo.  Resident thanked the 
board for doing the blacktop 

 Same resident stated for informational purposes, he stated he lives on Big Sand Lake and there are 
about 25 cabins on the West side of Big Sand Lake.  It has just now come to our attention that the State 
has purchased all of the land right up to our property line for this new Barren’s area.   Is now going from 
Burnett County into Washburn County. They are meeting with the DNR person, Nancy Crystal on July 24 
to talk about her plans for this area. Concerns are burn control, coming right up to Sandy Shores, would 
be land locked as far as ATV’s.  Don’t know if anything can be done about it and wondering if the Town is 
interested or want’s to get involved with it. 

 Smokey stated to meet with Nancy and come back to the board, but doesn’t think there is much the 
Town can do.    

 Larry Radzak stated there will be a big concern as for as snow drifts also. 
 
     
DATE & 
AGENDA: Next Board Meeting:   August 11, 2014 at 7 PM  
  
 Featherly questioned regarding the Town advertising now that the Shopper is not delivered to residents 

by mail.  Smokey stated the Spooner Advocate is the only other legal paper we can advertise in and also 
the 3 posting locations.   

 Discussion on this issue.    
ADJOURN:  Motion by Gottschalk 2nd by Jim Smith to adjourn.  All in favor.   Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
  
 
______________________________________    __________________________________________________________ 
Chairman      Clerk/Treasurer 


