Private Well Owners 

Flood water may contain high levels of raw sewage or other hazardous substances, including: fertilizer; manure; gasoline; and pesticides. Bacteria, chemicals and other contaminants contained in floodwaters can enter the top of your well, seep down its casing, or move underground to your well via a neighbor’s flooded out well. This contamination can make your water unsafe for drinking, cooking and preparing food.
• Private well owners whose well has been flooded should assume that flooded wells are 
    Contaminated. 

• Do not drink or bathe in water from a private well that has been or is flooded. 

• Wait until floodwaters have receded before sampling or disinfecting your well. 

• To sample your water supply yourself, obtain a well water testing kit from your local 
    public health  department. Call Washburn County Health Dept at 715-635-4400.

• If contamination is found, disinfect your well/water supply. See guide on Well 
    Disinfection at DNR website at   http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wells/flood.html
• Until the test results are known, follow these procedures to ensure safe drinking water:  

     o Drink bottled water or water from a known, safe source. 

  o if necessary, you can make water safe to drink by boiling it for five minutes. 

• When in doubt, if the water is CLOUDY, ODOROUS, COLORED - DO NOT 
   DRINK THE WATER! 

For more information contact your local zoning office, code administrator, or sanitary inspection
